Healthy Kids insurance and experiences of medical home quality for vulnerable children.
To examine the relationship of enrollment in Healthy Kids insurance (locally funded insurance products for low-income children ineligible for other public insurance) with parent-reported experiences of primary care medical home quality. A cross-sectional survey of parents of 4011 children stratified by established enrollees in Healthy Kids (enrolled 1 y or longer), new enrollees (less than 1 y), and children on a waitlist. We examined differences across groups in having an ongoing source of primary care, and experiences of 6 features of a medical home-accessibility, continuity, comprehensiveness, contextual knowledge, communication, and coordination-and a summary medical home measure. Compared with waitlisted children, new and established enrollees were more likely to have a regular source of care [odds ratio (OR)=2.49; 95% confidence interval (CI): 1.74-3.57 and OR=6.51; CI: 4.64-9.13, respectively] and a personal doctor or nurse (OR=3.41; CI: 2.42-4.80 and OR=7.00; CI: 5.07-9.66). Among those with a regular source of care and visit in the past year, new and established enrollees reported better medical home experiences in 4 and 6 of the 7 measures, respectively. Despite many barriers to care for vulnerable children, Healthy Kids enrollment was positively associated with having an ongoing source of primary care and better medical home experiences. As these children are mostly left out of healthcare reform, Healthy Kids programs may be a good model for other counties and states to help to connect such children to primary care.